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1. Introduction

The aim of this proposal is to fund the establishment of a Permaculture & Sustainability 
Institute. This proposal will outline the great benefits that such an institute will have for the 
future of the population of   Indonesia. It was initiated by the Organic Health Institute on the 
realization of the great need in Indonesia for education in sustainability and self-reliance. 

2. Permaculture 

Permaculture or permanent agriculture is the use of sustainable principles in not only farming but also 
in building of houses and communities. For brevity we will in the proposal include the dissemination of 
alternative medical knowledge as well as other means of sustainability. For a more in depth description 
of Permaculture see attachment A. 

3. Precedent

For the past 25 years Permaculture projects and groups have been established in many countries 
around the world. Most of these projects have had tremendous success in building community 
cooperation and sustainability. Permaculture is relative new to Indonesia and only a few 
projects have been established mostly temporarily because there was no structure of self-
reliance after funding had ended. The need for knowledge concerning sustainability is 
increasing in Indonesia and not less in the coming post peak-oil age. There is a great need for 
localized community developments that are self-reliant.

4. The objectives of the Permaculture & Sustainablity Institute (PSI)

The objectives of the PSI is to create an institute for the dissemination of knowledge on 
Permaculture, Eco building, alternative health and other means of sustainability.  

1. To empower students to be able to grow their own food and build their own house in and eco-

friendly manner and thereby creating a self-sufficiency model.

2. To raise general awareness about the issues surrounding current conventional food production 

and consumer practices. These issues include the use of chemical fertilisation and pest control, 

wasteful irrigation practices  the disposal of compostable material into landfill and the 

unnecessarily high wastage of potable water.

3. Filling the void in sustainability created by a post peak-oil society.

4. Creating a model of sustainability that can easily be created by others.

5. providing a number of scholarships to students from low income families. The typical student 



would be young people and adults who are struggling to maintain a satisfactory standard of 

living. 

6. Being self-reliant after a short period of funding. 

7. To create a model for others to follow to the improvement of life and health in Indonesia.

5. How will the PSI run

The PSI will be run as a not for profit community based educational organization with a 
technical leader who is responsible to a board of active participating members. The PSI will 
assimilate the necessary means to sustain of full capability of self-reliance and may sell any 
surplus of its production to cover future expenses as well as setting price level for paying 
students to accommodate the needs of the community. We are hoping to have free scholarships 
for 50% of the students. We will also take a number of unpaid interns among the volunteers that 
are typically attached to such projects as we are planning. The main parts of the PSI is the 
course and the farm with separate lodgings for teachers and students. Any excess funds would 
be used in supporting permaculture courses conducted in other areas of Indonesia.

6. Other similar projects

http://www.permaculture.org/nm/index.php/site/index/

http://permaculture.org.au/project_profiles/middle_east/permaculture_institute_afghanistan.htm

http://permaculture.org.au/project_profiles/asia/the_panya_project_thailand.htm

http://permaculture.org.au/project_profiles/south_america/ecoescuela_el_manzano_chile.htm

7. Facilities

Staff lodgings

Student lodgings

Classroom building

Renewable energy from Solar & Wind generation

Water catchment and containment system 50.000 liter

Library

Beekeeping/honey production

Carpentry workshop

Aquaponic demonstration model 400kg/400kg fish/vegetables per year

Biogas system 

Food forest

http://permaculture.org.au/project_profiles/south_america/ecoescuela_el_manzano_chile.htm
http://permaculture.org.au/project_profiles/asia/the_panya_project_thailand.htm
http://permaculture.org.au/project_profiles/middle_east/permaculture_institute_afghanistan.htm
http://www.permaculture.org/nm/index.php/site/index/


8. Requirements

2 Hectar of farmland estimated at Rp20.000 per sqm Rp400.000.000

Solar panel package 1000whr/day Rp50.000.000

Wind generator package Rp20.000.000

Building materials Rp30.000.000

Building tools Rp15.000.000

Seed bank, life stock etc. Rp20.000.000

Visas, permits etc. Rp50.000.000

Miscellaneous Rp15.000.000 

---------------------------------------------

Rp600.000.000



Permaculture
Permaculture is an approach to designing human settlements and agricultural systems that mimic the 
relationships found in natural ecologies.

Permaculture as a systematic method was developed by Australians Bill Mollison and David Holmgren 
and their associates during the 1970s in a series of publications.

The word permaculture is a portmanteau of permanent agriculture, as well as permanent culture.

The intent is that, by rapidly training individuals in a core set of design principles, those individuals can 
design their own environments and build increasingly self-sufficient human settlements — ones that 
reduce society's reliance on industrial systems of production and distribution that Mollison identified as 
fundamentally and systematically destroying Earth's ecosystems.

While originating as an agro-ecological design theory, permaculture has developed a large international 
following. This "permaculture community" continues to expand on the original ideas, integrating a 
range of ideas of alternative culture, through a network of publications, permaculture gardens, 
intentional communities, training programs, and internet forums. In this way, permaculture has become 
a form of architecture of nature and ecology as well as an informal institution of alternative social 
ideals.

Mollison and Holmgren

In the mid 1970s, Australians Bill Mollison and David Holmgren started to develop ideas about stable 
agricultural systems. This was a result of rapid growth of destructive industrial-agricultural methods. 
They saw that these methods were poisoning the land and water, reducing biodiversity, and removing 
billions of tons of topsoil from previously fertile landscapes. They announced their permaculture" 
approach with the publication of Permaculture One in 1978.

The term permaculture initially meant "permanent agriculture" but was quickly expanded to also stand 
for "permanent culture" as it was seen that social aspects were integral to a truly sustainable system.

After Permaculture One, Mollison further refined and developed the ideas by designing hundreds of 
permaculture sites and organizing this information into more detailed books. Mollison lectured in over 
80 countries and taught his two-week Design Course to many hundreds of students. By the early 1980s, 
the concept had broadened from agricultural systems design towards complete, sustainable human 
habitats.

By the mid 1980s, many of the students had become successful practitioners and had themselves begun 
teaching the techniques they had learned. In a short period of time permaculture groups, projects, 
associations, and institutes were established in over one hundred countries. In 1991 a four-part 
Television documentary by ABC productions called "The Global Gardener" showed permaculture 
applied to a range of worldwide situations, bringing the concept to a much broader public. Excerpts are 
available online through YouTube.

More information is available on http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Permaculture

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Permaculture
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/YouTube
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_habitat
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_habitat
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Topsoil
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biodiversity
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agriculture
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David_Holmgren
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bill_Mollison
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intentional_communities
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alternative_culture
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agroecology
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Self-sufficient
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portmanteau
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David_Holmgren
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bill_Mollison
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecology
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agriculture
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